Volunteer Job Description

Dog Walker/Socializer

Purpose: Walk, play with and handle dogs to help relieve boredom and stress of living in a shelter environment. 

Duties:  

1. Spend at least 20 minutes per dog walking, playing or just sitting quietly with the dog in its kennel.

2. Use bags to dispose of waste on the trail, or if you see it in the kennel when you get the dog out.

3. Close kennel doors securely while you have the dog out. Upon returning the dog make sure, the kennel door is secured by the latch or Shepard’s hook. 

4. Record your time spent walking dogs each day you are at the shelter. 

5. Record which dog(s) you worked with for that day. Check back on the record sheet to see which dogs need walking. 

6. Record anything wrong with the dog, such as coughing, bloody stools, cuts, etc. on the medical board located in the hallway at the main office. Let staff know too.

7. Report to Dog Trainer and/or Kennel Manager any difficulties or if you notice the dog’s behavior has changed in anyway. If no one is available, record the change in behavior on the medical board in the main office.

8. Do not allow two dogs to approach each other while you are walking them.

9. Make sure the water bowls at the beginning and end of the trails are clean and filled with water.

Qualifications: 

1. Must be 18 years of age or older

2. Attend a general orientation 

3. Complete volunteer application

4. Complete five hours of service time

5. Attend dog training class

Commitment:  We ask that you commit to at least 2 hours per week with a 3-month minimum. 

Supervision: Dog Trainer and Volunteer Coordinator

Benefits:  

1. Opportunity to help relieve the stress and boredom of our shelter dogs.

2. A chance to truly make a difference in the life of our dogs.

3. An opportunity to attend advanced training sessions and to hear renowned guest speakers on dog behavior.

4. Great exercise for both you and the dog.

5. A chance to join our volunteer yahoo group mailing list.

