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Our 2008 Wags & Whiskers Walk-a-Thon exceeded my 
greatest expectations!  What a perfect day and mammoth 
effort by staff and volunteers to once again pull off anoth-
er fantastic event. In just three years, we have grown this 
“friend-raiser” into a full fledged community outreach 
and fundraising success. My heartfelt appreciation goes 
to everyone who helped us to help our animals.

We are reminded more and more each day about the need 
to protect natural resources for the sake of our planet.  We 
recycle and evaluate the things we use, sometimes forgo-
ing the purchase of something new. Our companion ani-
mals are a precious resource, too. Here at the shelter, we 
have many wonderful cats and dogs who have had to leave 
their homes because their owners no longer wanted them, 
or could not properly care for them. Sophie, one of the 
animals featured in our “Happy Tails” section, was one 
such dog. Today, because a family saw her true beauty, 
Sophie is living in a happy home and is well loved.

I would like to encourage anyone who is thinking about 
adoption to consider all the rewards of taking home an 
adult or senior pet. There are so many who would love the 
opportunity to find a home that offers security and love, 
and would give even more in return.

Our sign on North State Road often reads, “Come in and 
meet your new best friend.” We’d like to extend that in-
vitation to read, “Come in. An old friend is waiting for 
you.”

Have a wonderful summer!

	

Sophie Reading

For over a year while she waited at the SPCA shelter for 
her forever home, she was known as “Star”.  A young 
female pit bull with a soulful expression, Star became 
“Sophie” after being adopted by Cheryl and Richard 
Wachtel.  With the help of her family, she penned a story 
about her new life, “My Name is Sophie.”  Here’s an 
excerpt..

“My favorite time is when Mom and Dad let me come on 
their bed so I can snuggle with them.  They are so warm 
and toasty!  My Mom is always kissing me and squish-
ing my face.  Sometimes I just want to say, “Let me go 
back to sleep!” but I let her do it anyway, because I can 
tell it makes her happy. I love my new family.  I am a 
very happy dog.”

HAPPY TAILS

Patches

Greetings to my friends at the SPCA!  

Happy to report that I love my new home and my new 
family who are so kind and loving. Say hello to everyone 
for me – especially to Chris – who I know put the good 
word in for me! I hope many more of my friends there 
find wonderful homes like I did!

Love, Patches (you guys remember me as Morris)

A NOTE FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Save the Date!

The SPCA invites you and your favorite canine to 
our 6th annual Top Hat & Tails benefit event to be 
held on Saturday, October 25th at the Westchester 
Marriott in Tarrytown, New York.  Once again, 
dogs and their people will step out in style for 
an evening of dinner, dancing, an auction and an 
award ceremony honoring Joan Kalman. 

Please mark your calendar — it’s guaranteed to 
be an event you and your pooch will not want to 
miss!  Please call (914) 941-2896 ext.22 to pur-
chase tickets. Sponsorship and Journal Opportu-
nities are also available.

Ron Trotta and Ellie McGuire at last year’s gala 
with Schmitty – The Real New Yorkie and buddy 

Pudge.

Paw Prints is published quarterly by the SPCA 
of Westchester, a 501(c)(3) humane 

organization located at 590 North State Road, 
Briarcliff Manor NY 10510.

For information, please contact Robin Meng
at (914) 941-2896 ext. 19.

SPCA OF WESTCHESTER Hours:
Monday thru Saturday: 10am to 4pm

Sunday: 1pm to 4pm
www.spca914.org

Our thanks to Mark Pe-
terson, DVM,  Chris Coo-
per, LVT and Hypurrcat, a 
treatment center for hyper-
thyroid cats at the Animal 
Wellness Center in Bedford 
Hills, for the life-saving 
care they provided to our 
felines Sumo and Reggie.

Veterinarian Tom Schott, 
DVM comes to the SPCA’s 
Simpson Clinic each week 
and assists us with spay and 
neuter surgeries. We are so 

grateful for his help and kindness.

Kaitlyn Alvino decided 
to turn her Sweet Sixteen 
party into something very 
special by asking guests to 
donate gifts to the SPCA of 
Westchester. The results? 
$6,000.00 for the shelter!!  
On behalf of every animal 
here, thank you, Kaitlyn, 
for sharing your celebra-
tion with us.

Tiffany Soares’ 5th grade class at PS 15 in Yonkers was so 
moved by the SPCA’s Humane Education Program, they 
decided to collect funds and supplies for our animals. This 
great group of students and their teacher should be so proud 
of how much they accomplished.

We’re delighted to thank SPCA volunteers Ed Filipella and 
Jim Oliverto for the wonderful new look of our volunteers’ 
cottage. Hats off to you, gentlemen, for making this area so 
cheerful and useful in any season.

We’re grateful, too, to Janis Castaldi who donated over 50 
Kuranda Dog Beds to our shelter and Michael & Kathryn 
Woloshin who also donated 10 of the special beds.

When Louise Dente called the SPCA to ask what our ani-
mals needed, we never dreamed that we would receive so 
many items from our “wish list.”  Thank you, Louise.

With  Warmest Thanks…

Janet Greenspan Outreach Fund
“Education is the most powerful weapon which 
you can use to change the world.”
Nelson Mandela

Please consider a donation to the SPCA’s Janet 
Greenspan Memorial Outreach Fund, which was 
created to sustain our Humane Education Program. 
Gifts to this fund are an investment in helping to raise 
a kinder generation of children who will learn to speak 
out for animals and for others who cannot speak for 
themselves.  

For information on how you can contribute, please 
call the SPCA at 914-941-2896 x 19. 

Reggie, one of the recipients 
of treatment from 

Dr. Peterson and Hypurrcat

Kaitlyn Alvino

 Ms. Soares’ class presents SPCA’s Alice Shanahan 
with a special gift for the shelter.

Starting in June, WHUD 100.7 will 
be hosting a link on their homepage, 
“WHUD Adoptable Pet of the Month,” 
featuring dogs and cats from our shelter. 
We’re so grateful to them for helping us 
to find forever homes for our animals.

“Limitless like the 
ocean are your excellent 
qualities.”
The Dali Lama

On March 19th, the volun-
teers and staff of the SPCA of 
Westchester gathered at Casa 
Rina Restaurant in Thorn-
wood to show their warm-
est appreciation to Volunteer 
Coordinator Alice Shanahan. 
Hardworking, passionate 
about animals and people, 
and always ready with a 
smile, Alice gives so much 
of herself in any project she 
undertakes, while bringing 
out the very best in others.  
Thank you, Alice, for being 
you.

Reminder:  
If you call or log onto 
the PetMeds website 
and use the code 
SPCA at checkout, 
our shelter receives a 
$5 donation for each 
purchase.

Cover story resources: 
The Senior Dog Project, www.srdogs.com; 
“Reasons to Adopt an Older Cat” Franny Syufy, 
http:cats.about.com


