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The Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals of Westchester

“125 Years of Care and Protection”
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“If
only we can

overcome cruelty to

human and animal, with

love and compassion, we shall

stand at the threshold of a new

era in human moral and spiritual

evolution — and realize, at last,
our most unique quality:
humanity.”
- Jane Goodall
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A MESSAGE FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

It started with the horse.

In 1883, Mary
Dusenberry, a
resident of Sing
Sing (the current
village of Ossin-
ing, New York)
watched as work
horses were beat-
en and whipped
as they struggled
to pull heavy loads of coal. Ms. Dusenberry decided that
the time had come to protect these magnificent creatures
from arbitrary violence and neglect. She became a voice
for those who could not speak or defend themselves, start-
ing with the horses she observed and widening to include
all animals. That was 125 years ago, and on the same land-
holding as the original organization, the Sing Sing branch
of the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals continues its mission as the Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals of Westchester.

It’s an awesome, rewarding responsibility to be a part
of this organization. Staff, board members, volunteers,
and donors — we have all undertaken a mission to bring
compassion for, and service to, animals to the forefront
of our communities’ concerns. This advocacy is wonder-
fully represented by this year’s Top Hat and Tails John W.
Beach Memorial Award recipient, Joan Kalman. Joan has
given so much of herself and her passion for all creatures
great and small to our organization over the years. She is
well known in the community for her dedication to animal
welfare, and her love for horses is reflected in her deep
commitment to many equine causes.

It is incredible to imagine that our SPCA has been in ex-
istence for so long. It started with Ms. Dusenberry’s desire
to change a situation that she thought was wrong and it
has grown to encompass so many programs that touch so
many lives, both human and animal. I know you share
with me the belief that this organization will continue to
grow, and continue to be dedicated to the care and protec-
tion of companion animals. This, our 125th year, is a won-
derful time to acknowledge all we have to be grateful for,
and all we will make possible in the years to come.
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Moving Toward a Kinder W\orl|d:
Humane Education Wrap-Up

It was a very busy year for the Westchester District Attor-
ney’s Task Force for Humane Education. We introduced
our newly revised program to three public schools in Yon-
kers. The program consists of four modules and is geared
toward fifth graders. There were as many as five fifth
grades in each school. The program includes an introduc-
tion to Humane Education, featuring Chief Ken Ross of
our Humane Law Enforcement Division, conducting an
animal cruelty workshop. This segment focuses on lan-
guage skills. Students learn several new words, including
empathy and the definitions of and differences between
abuse and neglect. Our second module utilizes student’s
creative writing skills as they complete stories about ani-
mals needing help. Our third session focuses on stereo-
types — where they come from- and how they affect their
lives. Students are asked to use their deductive reasoning
and critical thinking skills. And our last class sums up all
they have learned by asking them to take part in a variety
of exercises highlighting many aspects of the program.
All of these lessons promote teamwork, as students break
up into small groups to determine responses and present
them to their peers.

This program offers a unique teaching opportunity for
character education, which is required in all schools. We
are able to use the natural affinity between children and
animals to teach respect, responsibility, empathy, and the
ability to make the right moral choices. As educators, our
focus is to promote these values, not only as they pertain
to animals, but in all aspects of the students’ lives. The
SPCA is grateful to the Janet Greenspan Memorial Out-
reach Fund for helping to make our humane education
program possible.

‘ ' Alice Shanahan CHES
Volunteer Coordinator and
Director of Humane Education

Paw Prints is published quarterly by the SPCA
of Westchester, a 501(c)(3) humane
organization located at 590 North State Road,
Briarcliff Manor NY 10510.

For information, please contact Robin Meng
at (914) 941-2896 ext. 19.
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Our Thanks to...

A big thank you to Ms. Gullotta’s second grade and Mrs.
Cosgrove’s kindergarten class at King Street School in Port
Chester for coordinating a wonderful donation of food, tow-
els, blankets, crates, toys and treats, in honor of “Be Kind
to Animals Week,” May 5th to the 9th.

Rebecca Churchill, a bright
young entrepreneur who at-
tended our Camp Critter, de-
signed and sold “Thankies” [&&
to benefit the SPCA of [
Westchester. A “Thankie” is [M
a wonderfully soft bear that
Rebecca made from remnants
of fabric from her aunt’s lin-
gerie shop. She donated $300
to help the shelter. Many
thankies, Rebecca.

We are so grateful to Louise Dente and the Peltz family for
their very generous donation of dog food, cat food and litter
to the shelter.

Thanks to our board and volunteers for contributing to a
fund for the purchase of a new anesthesia machine for the
Simpson Clinic in honor of Cathy Wells, a long-time SPCA
volunteer who is leaving for a new life in Vermont.

Kudos to members of Yon-
kers’ Commerce Middle
School’s After School Pet
Program who visited us this
spring to learn more about
8 our shelter and how we as-
sist animals. The students
worked hard to collect a very
generous donation for the
SPCA.

Thanks to David Bergstein of Houlihan Lawrence who in-
vited us to do an adopt-a-thon in Bedford on June 1st.

SPCA OF WESTCHESTER Hours:
Monday thru Saturday: 10am to 4pm
Sunday: Ipm to 4pm

www.spca9l4.org

We’re grateful to Christine Fraser and the Vet Tech Club of
Mercy College who assisted our animals by donating food,
treats and toys to us.

Assemblyman Greg Ball was able to secure a $3,000
item grant in the NY State 2008 budget for the SPCA of
Westchester. This grant will be used toward the purchase
of a two-way radio system for our Humane Law Enforce-
ment Division. Assemblyman Ball is a longtime proponent
of animal welfare and we’re grateful for his assistance.

A very special thank you to Elissa Cohen of Canine Kin-
dergarten, a dog day care center in Mt. Kisco, Suzanne
Rosenzweig, and many board members and volunteers for
their generous donations to our Mend A Friend Program.

The SPCA of Westchester received a grant of $2,000 from
Animal Farm Foundation, Inc., to off-set expenses for our
voluntary pit bull spay/neuter program. Thank you to Jane
Berkey, President and Bernice Clifford, Behavior/Training
Director for their support of our efforts.

We are very grateful to the Kinnoull Foundation for a grant
of $10,000 to assist us with expenses related to operating
our 24-hour Animal Cruelty Hotline. Also, many thanks to
the Krumholtz Foundation for a grant
of $1,600 toward program costs for our
Golden Outreach Pet Therapy Program
2008 - 2009.

Happiness is a Cheerful Dog Run...

Snoopy would agree that these newly
painted dog runs make life so much
more pleasant. Our thanks to the great
volunteers of New York Life Insurance
Company and Hitachi America, Ltd.,
both of Tarrytown, New York
who so generously donated their
time and creativity this summer to
transform ordinary, cinder block
dog runs into works of whimsical
wonder.

Read it Forward...

When you’ve finished reading this
edition of Paw Prints, please pass
~ it on to someone else. Thanks!
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Tucker

Dear Everyone,

Hey, it’s me, Tucker! Here I am with my very own bone on
my new bed in the family room at my new home. I got to
pick out the bed all by myself at PetSmart. I have been very
pleased to get a good home where I am loved. Since my new
parents work at home, I get to go on two long walks every
day. I have been very well behaved, even around the two cats
who live here (I guess I’ll consider them my cousins now).

Thanks for all your help in taking great care of me and find-
ing me a good home. Bye for now, and I’ll be talking to you
again soon.

Licks and kisses,
Tucker

HAPPY TAILS

Pierre, prior to his adoption, lounging on the sun porch at the
SPCA’s cattery.

Dear SPCA Team:

I wanted to thank you for your assistance in processing the
adoption papers for Pierre on April 26th Pierre has made a
“fast adjustment” in his new home. I love him so much and
he is great company. He talks all the time, which I find quite
“amusing”! I think he loves the solitude of no children and he
is without question my main squeeze and he knows it!

Thank you again,
Martha A A A &
L 4 L 4 L4 L4
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It’s Just Around the Corner:

Saturday, October 25,2008

out on all the fun, from dinner and dancing to silent and live auctions,
to a special tribute to Joan Kalman, this year’s recipient of the John W.
Beach Memorial Award.

And, remember, not only will you be in your finest for the night — all
well-behaved doggies are invited to do the “Rover Rumba” as well.
Mark your calendar for one of the best
evenings out in Westchester!

Please call 914-941-2896 x 22, for
more information about the event,
auction, journal and sponsorship op-
portunities. Also, visit us on the web,
www.spca9 4.org. Looking forward to
seeing you and your canine companion
this fall!

Ton Hat and Taills?

It’s the most talked about event of the animal set: the SPCA of Westchester’s festive benefit event, Top
Hat and Tails, taking place this year at the Westchester Marriott in Tarrytown.You won’t want to miss

Journal
Opportunities

Consider placing an ad in the
Top Hat and Tails é6th An-
nual Gala Journal. This beau-
tifully designed book will reach
so many in our community and

beyond.

Place an ad for your business,

—

a congratulatory message, or

spotlight a dog or cat at the
shelter. This is also a wonderful
way to express a heartfelt re-
membrance of a pet or a special
person who has made a differ-
ence in this world through their

love of animals.

For information on journal ads,
please call Lisa at 914-941-2896

x 22, e-mail: lisa@spca9l4.org

or visit our website at

www.spca9 |4.org.
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The SPCA of Westchester has
a large selection of homeless
dogs and cats, each waiting for
a second chance. Come by the
shelter or visit some of our
adoptable animals online at:
www.SPCA914.org.

Kato Three-year-old Kato is
bright, loving and eager to find
a forever home. He is a medi-
um-sized retriever-chow mix
and would be a great addition
to a family with children and
other animals. Our handsome
boy would love to put his head
on your lap and listen to how
your day went. Don’t we all
need a good friend like that?

Three Amigos Seven, hand-
some, young male cats
were rescued by our
Humane Law Enforce-
ment division after it
was discovered they
were not being cared for prop-
erly.We called them the “Seven
Dwarfs” and in a short period
of time, all were adopted but
three. These remaining broth-
ers are a bit shy, but it won’t
take long for them to come
out of their shells with a little

bit of patience and lots of love.

They are healthy and bright
eyed with beautifully shaped
faces.They need a place to call
home and a special someone

Diva Meet Diva, our sweet
Retriever-Rhodesian Ridge-
back mix, who always wags
her tail with a big greeting for
everyone who comes to visit
her. She is young and eager
to show you how quickly she

can sit when you ask her to.

Diva is one of those wonder-
ful adult dogs who just needs
the chance to be part of a lov-
ing family. She is adored by all
who work at the SPCA but we
dream of finding her the per-
fect home. Can you help?

Lizabet Talk about a sweet-

ie! We all love Lizabet. This
five-year-old pointer mix is a
gentle girl who came to us as
a stray. She loves belly rubs,
walks and anyone who tells
her how pretty she is on a
regular basis. Lizabet would be
a perfect companion to a kind
person who would like to give
her a second chance at a good
life.

The SPCA would love to see photos of your animals, especially dogs

and cats adopted from the shelter. You can put your pet’s picture on

to inspire their trust.

our website by visiting www.spca914.org and clicking on photo gallery.

SPCA of Westchester’s Shelter Angels

Make a difference in the life of an animal...
become an SPCA Shelter Angel.

| Monthly giving is a great way to help
the SPCA do even more to save lives
and find forever homes for our deserv-
ing animals. As a Shelter Angel, you’ll
make a difference by providing steady
income to the SPCA, month after
month...income that we can count on to do our work of provid-
ing shelter, food, veterinary care, love and protection.

No monthly donation is too small to help. We move mountains
and welcome miracles every day by taking small steps. Count-
ing on your monthly donation is what truly makes the differ-
ence.

Be an angel to an animal in need...become an SPCA Shelter
Angel. Please visit our website at www.spca914.org or call us at
914-941-2896 ext. 22 for more information.

Coopie’s Corner

-

Thank you to SPCA Chairman
of the Board, Deborah Mchne
and her husband, Carl, for our
lovely new gazebo which they
donated to us in memory of their
beloved dog, Cooper. The gazebo
provides us with a perfect place
for volunteers to meet and greet
visitors and for adopters to make
the acquaintance of their new
best friend.
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Dogs from Puppy Mill and Mississippi

Get Second Chance at SPCA

-

g

Brother and sister rescued from Puppy Mill.

One might say that there are enough ani-
mals in our own backyard to rescue, re-
habilitate and love — why would we take
in animals from another state? Though we
normally don’t extend beyond Westchester
to assist homeless or abused dogs, cats and
horses — we have assisted several out-of-
state rescue groups in saving animals from
life-threatening situations or euthanasia.

Homeward Bound, a dog rescue group
begun by two Mississippi State Univer-
sity veterinary students, transports pup-
pies from shelters in the south, where
overpopulation leads to euthanasia of
perfectly healthy animals, to shelters

in the north where the chance of adop-
tion is high. Since the SPCA has ac-
cepted Homeward Bound puppies and
dogs, there has been a 100% adoption
rate.

In June, rescuers asked the SPCA of
Westchester to help with several adult
dogs and puppies that were taken from
a puppy mill in Pennsylvania. These
animals have never known life beyond a
too-small cage. While the puppies were
less timid, the mother dogs suffered from
fear of mistreatment, inhumane confine-
ment and over-breeding. One of these
dogs, Dora, has won the hearts of staff
and volunteers alike. When she first ar-
rived, Dora would not make eye contact
and was not motivated by food. Her thin
body spoke volumes about the abuse she
had suffered and the many litters she has
“produced” for her owners before the age
of two. Today, Dora visits the SPCA vol-
unteer cottage with warm greetings for
anyone around. The reward of watching
her regain her trust of humans is priceless.

Southern pup finds home.

If you are interested in adopting a com-
panion animal, please call the SPCA at
(914) 941-2896 or to look at dogs and cats
waiting for forever homes, please visit our
website, www.spca914.org, and click on
“See Our Animals.”

Dora, comfy in a chair at the
volunteer cottage.

Safe Haven for All

In January of 2008, the SPCA of Westchester and My Sister’s Place, a domestic violence agency in White Plains, began exploring a
partnership that would allow women to place their pets temporarily with SPCA-trained fosterers while they enter one of three local

shelters, where pets are not permitted.

The collaborative pet safety program was initiated due to the growing recognition that animals living in violent households are often
victims of abuse as well, and that women seeking refuge from such situations are unwilling to leave out of fear for their animal’s safety.
In addition, animals are frequently targeted by batterers who seek to manipulate their partners by threatening or carrying out violence

against a beloved cat or dog.

“More and more people consider their companion animals as part
of the family. This was very evident during the evacuation of New

Greeters Needed at Shelter

Orleans after Hurricane Katrina, when victims of the storm refused
to go to evacuation centers that would not permit them to take their
cats or dogs,” said Shannon Laukhuf, Executive Director of the SPCA.
“This pet safety program will allow women who are facing the life-
changing decision of entering a shelter program, the opportunity to rest
assured that their animals are being looked after by caring, responsible
people.”

For more information on this partnership, please contact Robin Meng
at 914-941-2896, ext19.

The SPCA is in need of greeters, volunteers who assist
visitors considering adopting an animal. They also identify
and interact with those w ho come to the shelter to drop
off donations or B
In additio}, greeters may assist cli




