DOGS & CATS
GUIDELINES FOR SPCA of WESTCHESTER FOSTER CARE PROGRAM

DOGS:

What Kind of Dogs do we Foster?

-pregnant or nursing moms

-orphaned puppies needing round the clock bottle feeding

-a dog who came in appearing balanced but is going downhill at the shelter

-a dog that has been at the shelter for several months and for some reason is still 

  there even though we think he is quite adoptable (including Senior dogs)

-a dog who may need to learn some house manners to become more adoptable

-a dog who is very shy/fearful/sensitive who needs a home situation 

-dog/puppy recuperating from illness or surgery

The purpose of the foster home is to provide a home environment while evaluating behavior around other dogs, children, observe the dog’s personality, attitude and temperament.  This may include helping with house training, separation anxiety issues, shyness, jumping and just plain house manners. Our foster homes help them to become better pets and more adoptable.  Foster home caretakers are not expected to handle serious problems such as, resource guarding, aggression to people or other animals, or a serious medical problem. No dog will knowingly be placed in a foster home with these issues.  If they come up while at the home, the foster care coordinator must be informed immediately.

What if I fall in love with the dog and want to adopt him?

You have the option to adopt your foster dog if you fall in love with him.  But remember, if you adopt a foster dog then chances are that your home will not be available for future foster care.  If that is the case, then you will not be able to help other dogs find a home.  The choice is yours.  Please think about opening up your home to the “homeless”….we can promise an experience that may not be easy, but always rewarding.

 How many foster homes do we want and who can be a foster home caretaker?

Our goal for 2010 is to establish 5 foster homes.  Our ultimate goal is to have 8-10 foster homes on a permanent basis.  Not all of the homes will have a dog at all times.  We would always like 1-2 ready to take a dog if an emergency comes up or if another foster caretaker needs a break.

We are looking for foster care volunteers who live in Westchester County. The caretaker(s) must have dog experience and will have to fill out an application form along with an interview at the potential foster home.  After the application and home visit is approved, a foster care agreement is signed with the SPCA of Westchester. 

Children in the home will be considered on a case by case basis.  We take great care in matching our foster homes with the appropriate dog, insuring a positive outcome for all involved. 

How do we select which dog goes to which home?

The volunteer dog trainer and foster coordinator will have a list of dogs approved for foster home stay.  Our intention is that once taken from the shelter to a foster home, the dog is adopted from the home and will not be returned to the shelter.

The foster coordinator will call the foster home she thinks most suitable for the dog based on the application/needs of both the foster home and the dog.  If for any reason it is not a good match, the dog will have a chance to go elsewhere and the foster home will try another more appropriate dog.

How does the dog get adopted from Foster Care?

We have several ways of getting adopters for the dog.  We have an ad in the Pet Adoption section of the Penny Saver; there is a foster section on the SPCA of Westchester website and also listings on Petfinder.com; the dogs may be taken to an SPCA event if approved by Mike, our kennel manager, or Karen, our volunteer dog trainer; the foster home itself introducing the dog to family, friends and other visitors; whenever the dog is in public places, wearing an “Adopt Me” vest; placing Adopt Me posters up in local dog trainer, dog sitter, vet, groomer and other places; the foster caretaker creating current blurbs for the dog’s bio on Petfinder. 
How does the dog get to the Foster Home?

If the foster home does not have a resident dog, the foster caregiver may come to the shelter and get the dog. The dog will have a collar with an SPCA ID tag and a rabies tag. They will also be given a crate for the dog and two to three days worth of the food the dog is currently eating.

If the foster home has a resident dog/dogs, the foster caretaker will need to bring their dogs to the shelter so that staff can determine compatibility.  If the dogs get along, the caretaker may take the foster dog home.

What happens if we leave on vacation or can’t keep the dog any longer?

The foster home caretaker must be able to commit to having the dog a minimum of 2 weeks before leaving on vacation or in any way having to leave the dog with another party. Any time the caretaker has to find some way to overnight the dog other than their home they are to call the foster coordinator and make arrangements through her. They may not kennel the dog or leave it with anyone else unless they have permission from the foster coordinator. We do have a backup system, so do not feel you are “trapped” at home.

If at any time you, your family or the resident dog is starting to feel stressed about having the foster dog, please call the foster coordinator.  This is meant to be a positive experience for everyone. Often we do not pay attention to how our resident dog is feeling about the “boarder”. We count on your good judgment to know when enough is enough.

What are the costs involved?

All foster dogs (and puppies if age appropriate) will be up to date on shots, on heartworm preventative and will be dewormed. All will be spayed or neutered unless they are puppies. If any medical condition develops let the foster coordinator know immediately and we will get you an appointment at the Simpson Clinic which is located at the shelter.

We ask that the foster home provides good quality food for their dogs. For bottle feeding orphaned puppies we do provide the formula and bottles needed.  Any bedding, toys or other things you may want to get for your foster dog are great but we consider it your donation and you will not be reimbursed. Grooming expenses will also be your cost. In other words, medical costs are covered but all other expenses incurred while fostering the dog are your financial contribution to the shelter. By all means you may keep receipts for the costs and we will write a letter thanking you for your contribution for your tax purposes.

How long does a dog stay in foster care?

A dog will typically stay in foster care from 2 weeks to up to 4 months depending on the situation and the dog’s needs.  We ask that our foster homes consider the possibility of making the commitment for up to 4 months if that amount of time is needed.  After 4 months the foster coordinator with evaluate the situation and it will be handled on a case by case basis.

What is the process for adopting a dog out of a Foster Care Home?

All dogs must be adopted directly from the SPCA of Westchester. If someone has seen the dog and wants to adopt him they must go to the shelter and fill out the necessary paperwork. The foster caretaker must be willing to meet with prospective adopters at the shelter.  If the prospective adopter has other dogs they must bring them to the shelter to meet the foster dog as well.  
The foster caretaker should be willing to respond to inquiries about the dog in the home environment, but ultimately the staff has final say on who adopts the dog.

Who to contact

If you have other questions please feel free to contact the shelter at  (914) 941-2896 x 11
or email the Foster Care Coordinator at lisaj@spca914.org

CATS
GUIDELINES FOR SPCA OF WESTCHESTER FOSTER CARE PROGRAM
What kind of cats do we foster?
-a pregnant mother cat

-orphaned kittens that need round the clock bottle feeding

-halfway house- weaned kittens too young to adopt out

-cats/kittens recuperating from illness or surgery

-a semi-feral kitten needing socializing

-a cat with FIV(feline aids) or FELV (feline leukemia) who needs some rest and relaxation away from the shelter environment.

What if I fall in love with the cat and want to adopt?
You have the option to adopt your foster cat if you fall in love with him or her.  But remember, if you adopt a foster cat then chances are that your home will not be available for future foster care.  If that is the case, then you will not be able to help other cats find a home.  The choice is yours.  Please think about opening up your home to the “homeless”….we can promise an experience that may not be easy, but is always rewarding.

How many foster homes do you need and who can be a foster home caretaker?
Our need for foster homes for cats and kittens is ongoing and ever increasing.  The more homes we have available, the better able we will be to attend to the needs of the many animals that come to us for help.  During kitten season (early spring to late fall) the need increases exponentially.  We are always mindful of not wanting to “burnout” our current foster homes, so having as many as possible can only help.

We are looking for foster care volunteers who live in Westchester County.  The caregiver(s) must have cat experience and will have to fill out an application form and interview with the staff.  After the application and interview are approved, a foster care agreement is signed with the SPCA of Westchester.

If the foster family has children they must be 12 years old or older if you are going to foster a semi-feral kitten.  We may consider a foster home with children 10 years or older for a pregnant mother cat or a FIV/FELV cat on a case by case basis.

How do we select which cat goes to which home?
The staff in the cat building will have a list of cats needing foster home care.  They will make the decision on which home is most appropriate for that particular cat’s needs based on the application and interview.  Either they or the foster coordinator will contact the foster home as needed.

What happens if we leave on vacation or can’t keep the cat any longer?
The foster home caretaker must be able to commit to having the cat or kittens a minimum of 2 weeks before leaving on vacation or in any way having to leave the cat in someone else’s care.  Any time the caretaker has to find some way to overnight the cat, other than in their home, they are to call the foster coordinator or the staff and make arrangements through them.  They may not leave the cat with anyone else unless they have permission from the foster coordinator or staff.

If at any time you or your family is starting to feel stressed about having the foster cat, please call the foster coordinator.  This is meant to be a positive experience for everyone.

What are the costs involved?
All foster cats (and kittens if age appropriate) will be up to date on shots, checked for ear mites, dewormed and tested for FIV/FELV (again, if age appropriate).  All will be spayed or neutered unless they are kittens or a pregnant mother cat.  If any medical condition develops while in your care, let the foster coordinator know immediately and we will get you an appointment at the Simpson Clinic which is located at the shelter.

We ask that the foster home provide good quality food for the cat.  For bottle feeding orphaned kittens we do provide the formula and bottles needed.  Any bedding, toys or other things you may want to get for your foster cat are great, but we consider it your donation and you will not be reimbursed.  In other words, medical costs are covered, but all other expenses incurred while fostering the cat are your financial contribution to the shelter.  By all means you may keep receipts for the costs and we will write a letter thanking you for your contribution for your tax purposes.  

How long does a cat stay in foster care?
Because every situation is different the timeline will be explained to the potential foster caretaker and it will be their responsibility to determine if they are able to commit to that time period.  For example, fostering a pregnant mother cat may take up to 2 months, from giving birth to weaning.  Whereas being a halfway house for weaned kittens four to five weeks old may only be three weeks.

What is the process for adopting a cat or kitten out of a foster care home?
All cats and kittens must be adopted directly from the SPCA of Westchester.  If someone has seen the cat or kitten and wants to adopt they must go to the shelter to fill out the necessary paperwork.  The SPCA staff has final say on who adopts the cat or kitten.

Who to contact
If you have other questions please feel free to contact the shelter at 914-941-2896 x11 or the Foster Care Coordinator at lisaj@spca914.org
